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The Arup track record in Transit Oriented Developments 
in the developed economies is significant in terms of 
project complexity and range of project engagement. 
This experience is further enhanced by the insight gained 
from the several geographic and context specific loca-
tions that each of these projects has occurred in.
The mechanisms of delivery of these developments are 
well documented and cover a range of financial vehicles 
and instruments for delivery.  Historically, these vehicles 
were based on tried and tested norms of behaviour and 
delivery.  This is known territory for us, and we are well 
versed and knowledgeable as players in the market from 
transaction advice through to design and delivery. Yet, 
the financial crisis changed all those readily accessible 
financial norms and a new series of questions arose.

The Global South, has not historically benefited from 
readily available financial structures and sources and 
access to funding. Innovative techniques and relation-
ships between government and the private sector have 
led to significant innovation in financial structures and 
co-delivery of TOD’s in the Global South. This has been 
undertaken in the midst of unprecedented growth in the 
informal sectors in urban structures and has resulted 
in a rich seam of success in delivery of TOD’s. It is of 
significant interest and indeed opportunity for Arup, to 
research, discover and learn from the success stories in 
the Global South economies and apply these as inform-
ants to shape our new developed economies reality.

Developing the rationale

7



The aim of the project is to research and identify new 
master planning approaches to Transit Orientated 
Development (TOD) in the Global South. The project will 
draw from the extensive global knowledge that exists 
within the fields of practice and academic discourse. 
Comparative analysis will be undertaken of leading 
examples, case studies, trends and theory to examine 
the enabling and inhibiting powers at play within the 
development and implementation of TOD in the Global 
South with projects identified in; Caracas (Venezuela), 
Baranquilla (Columbia), Johannesburg and Philippi 
(South Africa), Nairobi (Kenya) and Mumbai (India).

The core focus is to investigate how Transit Oriented 
Developments are delivered in cities where parastatal 
systems are failing and the role the private sector can 
play within this context. 

Two core themes underpin the research: 

•	 The first is the topic of governance in both political 
and institutional structures, with the aim of estab-
lishing the common characteristics at play. 

•	 The second concerns the climate and requirements 
for commercial private sector investment in enabling 
successful outcomes to be achieved.

An inter-disciplinary core team has been identified 
(UK-SA-Mexico). The team will be supported by special-
ist advisors in planning policy, PPP, governance, socio-
economics development and will during the process 
engage with actors party to TOD such as developers, 
investors, operators, retailers, politicians. 

The research aims to understand the contradictory 
forces at play and identify the critical success factors that 
can inform TOD strategy, design and development in 
emerging economies of the Global South. 

The engagement process and workshops will be fully 
documented and the resulting outcome will be distilled 
into a research report as well as a comparative reader 
published as a special periodical edition with the aim to 
inform Arup’s design approach in the future and dissemi-
nate the latest thinking to a broader audience to unlock 
future TOD opportunities in the Global South.

Aim
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The overarching approach is based on focussed trans-
national research undertaken by a project core team, 
open forums of engagement by means of Research Labs, 
expertise provided by the partnering institutions and 
non-core collaborators. The methodology is based on 
collaboration in order to maximise the reach and depth of 
research. The overall process will be project managed by 
Arup in order to bring all parties together with a joined 
focus and as a result reduce the associated project risk.

An inter-disciplinary core team has been established 
which will collaborate and develop the research project 
under Arup guidance.  The trans-national team consists 
out of professionals and academics from South Africa, 
Mexico and the UK with expert knowledge related to 
urban planning and Transit Orientated Development 
within emerging economies. A digital research interface 
will be set up to facilitate collaboration between the 
various entities and geographies. 

The core team will be supported by specialist exper-
tise provided by the organisations they represent 
which include the African Centre of Cities (ACC) 
and the University of Cape Town (UCT) in South 
Africa, the Educación Contínua and the Universidad 
Iberoamericana in Mexico and Arup, predominantly 
from the UK. The team will further liaise with non-core 
collaborators, on an as required basis, for input related 
to a specific context or problematic posed by the case 
studies. 

The programme will be further substantiated by two 
focussed Research Labs which aim to bring academics, 
practitioners, public and private sector together to 
test the initial research and observations established 
by the core team. Consecutive forums will be held in 
Mexico and Cape Town and aim to capture the multiple 
dimensions and complex interests of the various actors 
within the TOD context regionally and within the broader 
context of the Global South. The engagement process 
and insights gained will be documented and will inform 
directly the undertaken research and further refinement 
of the outcomes in terms of theory and practice.

Overarching Methology
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Dissemination of knowledge forms an integrated com-
ponent of the research programme with the aim to share 
outcomes within Arup as well as a broader public audi-
ence. The objective is to assimilate the lessons learned 
within Arup’s broader practice, to establish relationships 
on the basis of knowledge transfer and ultimately unlock 
opportunities for TOD development in the Global South 
on the basis of advocacy.

Within Arup knowledge sharing will take place through-
out the research process and includes: 

•	 The Research Lab workshops will be documented 
and shared by means of the Skills Network (Cities, 
Urban design and master planning, Infrastructure).

•	 The outcomes will be presented at a Final Research 
Presentation held at Arup for Arup staff and invited 
external guests.

•	 The presentation will be pod-cast for a broader Arup 
audience.

•	 A synthesis article will be published on the Arup 
website.

•	 A final research report.

It is further proposed to distribute the research output 
as a special periodical edition, similar to the special Arup 
Sustainability edition of GA. The proposed magazine 
represents a recognised urban periodical, which focuses 
on the discourse of contemporary urbanism in the Global 
South. Cityscapes is an on-going initiative by the African 
Centre for Cities in South Africa. It is widely distributed 
in various parts of the world including India, Brazil and 
the UK. The special edition will accompany the March 
2014 issue, which for the first time will be distributed in 
Portuguese in addition to the English version. The profile 
of the periodical is included within the proposal for 
further reference.

Dissemination
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The research project is based on a collaborative research 
relationship between Arup and the African Centre for 
Cities (ACC) which articulates the Global South from 
an African context and the Educación Continua at the 
Universidad Iberoamericana which provides the Latin-
American perspective. Both research partners have been 
selected on the basis of their inter-disciplinary approach, 
extensive local and global network and its critical role in 
evaluating new approaches and discourse within a Global 
South context.

African Centre for Cities (ACC)

The ACC seeks to facilitate critical urban research and 
policy discourses for the promotion of vibrant, demo-
cratic and sustainable urban development in the global 
South from an African perspective.

Background
In mid 2007, University of Cape Town (UCT) Signature 
Theme funding was awarded to the Cities in Africa 
Project, which was a collaborative venture between the 
Faculties of Engineering and the Built Environment 
(EBE), Science and Humanities. The initiative is located 
within the EBE Faculty.

The Signature Theme builds on an interdisciplinary 
network of academics across these three faculties, 
which emerged during 2005 and 2006, and which was 
supported in 2006 by EBE funding. This network in 
turn, had emerged as a result of an initiative by the Ove 
Arup Foundation, which had committed funds towards 

the establishment of an interdisciplinary masters 
programme in EBE (Urban Infrastructure Design 
and Management) in 2005, on the understanding that 
faculty staff would raise further funding for a related 
research initiative. In 2007, the proposed new director 
of the Theme was also granted an NRF Research Chair 
in Urban Policy, allowing the alignment of these two 
initiatives.

Professor Edgar Pieterse was appointed to lead the 
Theme and take up the Chair, and he took up office in 
August 2007. Since then, there has been a process to 
rename the initiative as the African Centre for Cities to 
denote the focus on urban research in the global South 
but from an African perspective.

The ACC is a response to the growing recognition world-
wide of the importance of cities, and particularly cities 
in the developing world. In South Africa this is reflected 
in the increasingly urban emphasis in policy documents 
at both national and provincial level. The sense is one 
of impending crisis, with the realisation that rapid 
urbanisation also raises issues of adequate food supply, 
affordable shelter, employment opportunities, water 
and waste management, public transportation, crime 
and disease, and environmental degradation and climate 
change. These challenges intertwine with critical social 
processes such as exclusion and conflict, which require 
effective socio-political management institutions and 
processes. Achieving well governed and sustainable cities 
is becoming increasingly important to the future health 
of the planet. And yet most policy ‘solutions’ continue to 
be generated by the large aid and development agencies 

Strategic Partners
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of the global North, with a generally poor track-record of 
successful interventions in the very different context of 
Africa and the global South.

The central objective of the African Centre for Cities is 
to provide a base from which critique and alternatives 
in relation to urban issues can be launched. In Africa, 
South Africa and across UCT, urban-related research is 
highly fragmented. The aims of the Centre are therefore 
two-fold to partner closely with policy-making centres 
in the public sector in South Africa (national, provincial, 
local) and subsequently more widely to provide an 
alternative perspective on dealing with critical urban 
issues; secondly to provide an intellectual base and home 
for interdisciplinary, urban-related research at UCT, 
from which relations can be established with selected 
international funders and think-tanks.

Reference: http://africancentreforcities.net

Dirección Educación Continua, Universidad 
Iberoamericana, Mexico

Universidad Iberoamericana (IBERO) is one of the 
country’s private leading academic and research institu-
tions. It offers students a unique educational experience 
through its community of faculty, alumni and profession-
als dedicated to real-world learning.

Established nearly 70 years ago, Universidad 
Iberoamericana (IBERO) is one of the nation’s oldest 
Catholic universities and the oldest Jesuit university.

The Direccion Educación Continua (DEC) provides for 
continuing education within the university. Its mission 
is to design and deliver sustainable education programs 
with academic excellence, which develop the integral 
formation of persons in the field of human and profes-
sional, to respond to the current needs of the society and 
its environment. 

It aims to be the leader in continuing education in Mexico 
with international recognition, forming fully competitive 
and competent people globally, with a focus on the 
well-being of society. It promotes intellectual honesty, 
the search for truth, the promotion of interdisciplinary 
dialogue and, above all, the integral formation of those 
who learn or teach in their classrooms.

The management of continuing education is highly 
committed to the professional and personal development 
of all students, offering various possibilities for updating 
and learning according to the needs of each individual.

http://www.uia.mx

Links to prior work at Arup

The quantum of projects that Arup has undertaken in 
Transit Oriented Developments in the developed econo-
mies is significant, and well documented. Prior work in 
the sector includes global examples such as Hong Kong 
and London. 

Arup experts in the field include Arup Interchange 
Design under the leadership of Leszek Dobrovolsky, the 
masterplanning / planning leaders under the leadership 
of Malcolm Smith, and cover the leaders in the UK 
(Einstein), Latin America (Gutierrez), Europe (Tejada) 
and Asia (Lau). Expertise in site infrastructure also 
exists as centre of excellence across a range of locations, 
and in the UK, Mark Bidgood leads the skill area in this 
regard. Development economics under the leadership of 
Peter Gist is also a skill area that will be referenced. Mark 
Bidgood and Malcolm Smith, have agreed to be Peer 
Reviewers of this proposal and body of work.

Prior work in the Global South for Arup are in the early 
stages of skill development, however both the proposed 
Project Leader / Manager and also Project Director of 
this proposal have significant experience in the field in 
leadership roles in Sub-Saharan Africa and also now in 
Latin America.

Three key example projects include :

Passenger Rail Authority of South Africa (PRASA) : 
Strategic advisor to PRASA Board on TOD and maximis-
ing revenue from non-core assets (2008 – 2012). This 

involved strategic development of a financially viable 
approach, design and masterplanning and the identifica-
tion of 24 locations ripe for TOD development. 

Park Station (Johannesburg) masterplan and develop-
ment : Multi-disciplinary design and planning leader 
(2010 – current) for the redevelopment of Africa’s busiest 
transport hub and the surrounding 54 Hectare city centre 
site.

The Western Cape Transport Precincts Initiative: 
Masterplanning lead for 12 TOD sites in South Africa, 
with the methodology and approaches set out and 
published for implementation.

In Latin America for example, our work with Metro de 
Santiago also covers advice on TOD and also the triggers 
involved to leverage in active urban regeneration and 
redevelopment.
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Links to external work and potential 
collaborators

The recognised external experts in the field are located 
at; University College ( Development Planning Unit), 
London;  the African Centre for Cities at the University 
of Cape Town, Sao Paulo University and also the Indian 
Institute for Human Settlements.

Leading researchers at all of these Universities will 
contribute to the research under the agreement that 
we have reached under the auspices of the ACC at the 
University of Cape Town.  

The Latin American component is covered under agree-
ment reached with 2 active research institutions being; 
Studio of Architecture Research (SOFAR) and further 
Educación Continua (IBERO).

This is a significant opportunity for Arup to actively 
collaborate in the field and engage at the cutting edge of 
discourse and research, in terms of producing a technical 
document as an outcome of the research.

As a vehicle to then effectively communicate this 
research to a wider audience, a crucial part of the output 
is the public dissemination of the work via a specially 
produced and co-Arup badged publication of Cityscapes, 
a journal with the production infrastructure and track 
record of quality and delivery, and a partner collaborator.
This is an ambitious project, yet with the already commit-
ted partners, researchers, writers and thinkers onboard, 
it bears all the hallmarks of success for Arup.
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The project is based on comparative case research 
between Arup and academic institutions located in South 
Africa and Mexico with the aim to generate enriching 
debate and cross-border comparison as a means of 
contributing to a ‘global learning process’ and knowledge 
production in understanding Transit Orientated 
Development in the Global South. 

The network configuration and the hand-picked collabo-
rators reflect this underlying approach. The interacting 
components are outlined in detail below.

The Arup contribution 

Core activities: 
Overall project champion, project coordination, strategic 
framing, practice based analysis and research, global 
technical expertise, specialist expertise in TOD develop-
ment and implementation, access to live case-studies.

Research and Collaboration: 
Leszek Dobrovolsky: Project Director, researcher
Caroline Sohie: Project Manager, researcher
Arup Americas: Master planning or Development 
Economist Contributor
Arup UKMEA: Master planning or Development 
Economist Contributor

Peer reviewers: 
Chris Luebkeman (Innovation/strategy), Malcolm Smith 
(Planning), Mark Bidgood (Infrastructure)

The ACC Contribution (Africa/ India Research)

Core activities:
Strategic framing, theory based analysis and research, 
Global South expertise, specialist knowledge in urban 
trends and processes, governance and institutional 
restructuring, access to ACC research  and African 
case-studies, knowledge dissemination by means of 
Cityscapes, access to research network, coordination of 
South African Research Lab.

Research and Collaboration: 
Edgar Pieterse: Coordinator and liaison for Africa/ India 
geography, principal researcher, supported by local 
researchers and non-core collaborators

The Educación Continua (IBERO) Contribution 
(Latin America Research)

Core activities:
Strategic framing, theory based analysis and research, 
Latin American expertise, liaison with public and private 
sector, access to IBERO network, coordination Latin 
American Research Lab.

Research and Collaboration: 
Juan Carlos Sánchez Tappan: Coordinator and liaison for 
Latin American geography, principal researcher, sup-
ported by local researchers and non-core collaborators

Team
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The aim of the project is to research and identify new 
master planning approaches to Transit Orientated 
Development (TOD) in the Global South. The project will 
draw from the extensive global knowledge that exists 
within the fields of practice and academic discourse. 
Comparative analysis will be undertaken of leading 
examples, case studies, trends and theory to examine 
the enabling and inhibiting powers at play within the 
development and implementation of TOD in the Global 
South with projects identified in; Caracas (Venezuela), 
Baranquilla (Columbia), Johannesburg and Philippi 
(Cape Town) (South Africa), Nairobi (Kenya) and 
Mumbai (India).

The core focus is to investigate how transit oriented 
developments are delivered in cities where parastatal 
systems are failing and the role the private sector can 
play within this context. 

Two core themes underpin the research: 

•	 The first is the topic of governance in both political 
and institutional structures, with the aim of estab-
lishing the common characteristics at play. 

•	 The second concerns the climate and requirements 
for commercial private sector investment in enabling 
successful outcomes to be achieved.

An inter-disciplinary core team has been identified 
(UK-SA-Mexico). The team will be supported by special-
ist advisors in planning policy, PPP, governance, socio-
economics development and will during the process 
engage with actors party to TOD such as developers, 
investors, operators, retailers, politicians. 

The research aims to understand the contradictory 
forces at play and identify the critical success factors that 
can inform TOD strategy, design and development in 
emerging economies of the Global South. 

The engagement process and workshops will be fully 
documented and the resulting outcome will be distilled 
into a comparative reader published as a special 
magazine edition with the aim to inform Arup’s design 
approach in the future and disseminate the latest 
thinking to a broader audience to unlock future TOD 
opportunities in the Global South.

Aim

Publication entity - Cityscapes

Core activities:
Publication brief development, Commissioning of con-
tributors, coordination of execution of briefs (Writing/
photography), editing, design & layout, printing, launch, 
distribution.

Research and Collaboration: 
Tau Tavengwa:  Publisher, Co-Editor & Creative Director
Sean O’Toole: Co-Editor
Edgar Pieterse: Consulting Editor
Caroline Sohie: Consulting Editor

The Think-Tank 

Core activities:
Establish strategic direction of the research, conceptual 
and thought leadership, internal quality monitoring, 
identification of key outcomes, integrated coordination of 
activities, alignment of outcome with project gates.

Research and Collaboration: 
Core group consisting of the coordinator/ principal 
research lead of each entity.
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The process and completion of the project will realise for 
Arup an increase; in cutting edge thinking in the Transit 
Oriented Development arena in the Global South, an en-
larged network in the global research field encompassing 
collaborators in Mexico, Cape Town, Mumbai, London, 
Medellin, Sao Paulo amongst other cities; provide us 
with a competitive advantage in maximising design and 
commercial opportunities in the sector in key Global 
South geographies and markets and provide unrivalled 
case studies on financial mechanisms in play for transfer 
and sharing in our well established developed economy 
markets.

Value

The project process is structured according to 5 principle 
streams of activity:

1. Conceptual framing ( 01/09/13 – 30/09/13)
Mobilisation of teams, inception meeting
The 3 research parties collate base material including 
references to case studies, discourse and benchmark 
examples.
Based on initial observations the problem statement is 
framed and a research focus statement is created and a 
joined research activities are identified.

2. Preliminary research stage (01/10/13 – 31/10/13)
Analysis and research is undertaken by the 3 parties to 
unpack the various actors, processes and contradictory 
powers at play.
Key outcomes are assembled and jointly assessed.
Core themes, overarching narrative and basis of argu-
mentation is developed.

3. Research Lab engagement (01/11/13-30/11/13)
A research Lab workshop is organised in Cape Town and 
Mexico
A platform of consultation and engagement is created, 
assembling researchers, collaborators, public sector, 
private sector, practitioners and academics.
The preliminary research outcomes are tested and 
workshopped , reformulated and refined.
Outcomes are fully documented.

4. Consolidation of outcomes (01/12/13- 15/01/14)
The Research Lab outcome is jointly assessed, structured 
and way forward agreed.
The research outcomes are further developed and 
consolidated. 
Concluding lessons are to be consolidated.
Critical success factors for a TOD strategy, design and 
implementation are distilled.

5. Dissemination stage (16/01/14- 31/03/14)
Information is distilled, interpreted and shaped for 
knowledge dissemination.
Research report is produced.
Publication is produced.
Final distribution of publication, associated presenta-
tions and launch events. 

Methodology
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Project Timeline

October

Commission
Specialist Journalism

Draft Submission 
Specialist Jounalism

Preliminary Draft 
Submission

15/12/13

Research 
Lab 2

Mexico

Research 
Lab 1

South Africa 

November December13’ 13’ 13’

Workstream 2
Preliminary Research Stage

1/10/13 - 31/10/13

Workstream 3
Research Lab Engagement

1/11/13 - 30/11/13

2 3 4

Workstream 1
Conceptural Framing

01/09/13 - 30/09/13

Editor’s 
Comments

Final Draft
Submission

Specialist
Journalism

Final Layout 
and Design

17/03/14

Final Draft
Submission

14/02/14

Research
Report
31/03/14

First Draft 
Submission

15/01/14

January March14’ 14’

Workstream 5
Dissemination Stage

16/01/14 - 31/03/14

5

Periodical
Cityscapes 

Print
24/03/14

February 14’

Workstream 4
Consolidation of Outcomes

01/12/13 - 15/01/13

Periodical Periodical
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The process and completion of the project will realise for 
Arup an increase; in cutting edge thinking in the Transit 
Oriented Development arena in the Global South, an en-
larged network in the global research field encompassing 
collaborators in Mexico, Cape Town, Mumbai, London, 
Medellin, Sao Paulo amongst other cities; provide us 
with a competitive advantage in maximising design and 
commercial opportunities in the sector in key Global 
South geographies and markets and provide unrivalled 
case studies on financial mechanisms in play for transfer 
and sharing in our well established developed economy 
markets.

ValueBudgeting

Budgeting Proposal subject to detailed finalisation of scope.
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Contributors Arup

Leszek 
Dobrovolsky
Leszek has extensive international 
experience in the leadership, planning 
and design of major transport and de-
velopment projects in both public and 
private sectors. His key skills in the 
development of planning strategies 
have been developed in the leadership 
of several commissions. Testing these 
strategies in terms of transport and 
planning criteria has been achieved 
through rigorous analysis of archi-
tectural and physical development 
implications. Other key skills lie in the 
coordination of architectural produc-
tion and the development of station 
planning briefs and manuals used in 
the design, development and tender 
or planning processes. The range 
and depth of transportation projects 
covers the full breadth from feasibility 
through to implementation. Leszek 
leads the Arup interchange design, 
transport architecture and planning 
unit and our accessible environments 
team from London. 

Caroline Sohie
Caroline has attained wide-ranging 
international experience across a 
wide range of architectural projects 
including buildings and infrastruc-
ture related to transportation. Her 
skills further expand into the realm 
of strategy and urban planning with 
specialist knowledge in develop-
ment opportunities around transport 
nodes. She demonstrates a focused 
creative attitude towards the design of 
transport infrastructure and the cata-
lytic nature of transport as an enabler 
towards socio-economic upliftment 
and urban regeneration. Caroline led 
the Transport Architecture and Plan-
ning capability in South Africa till her 
transfer to the UK office in September 
2012. She is currently undertaking a 
Master Programme in Urban Infra-
structure Design and Management at 
the African Centre for Cities (UCT) 
which focuses on sustainable develop-
ment in the Global South.

Mark Bidgood
Mark specisalizes in civil engineering 
for property development - everything 
except the buildings. Also engineering 
masterplanning and design of large 
mixed-use developments, particularly 
for regeneration of urban brownfield 
sites. He is responsible for Site Devel-
opment activities in the London Arup 
Office, principally covering London 
and South-East England, but also 
active in Europe, the Middle East, and 
East Asia. Mark is an Arup Trustee.

Malcolm Smith
Malcolm is an Arup Fellow in the field 
of masterplanning and urban design. 
He was the founding design director 
for Arup Urban Design, London. In 
this role he undertakes a wide variety 
of projects that address the issues 
of sustainable urbanism around 
the world. He is currently directing 
the design on a number of major 
urban design commissions includ-
ing North Tottenham Regeneration 
Strategy; National Food Resilience 
Programmes; Northstowe, the new 
town north of Cambridge; NOMA 
manchester for the Cooperative 
Group; Bethlehem Development 
Initiative; and Preston Beach new 
Town in Australia. Key projects he 
has previously worked on include the 
Dongtan Eco-city project in Shanghai, 
a 8400ha masterplan adjacent sensti-
tive ecological habitats, on an island in 
the Yantzee river, Stratford City, the 
new metropolitan centre for London 
incorporating the London Olympic 
village, Pinewoods studios, and BSkyB 
broadcasting campus, UK. He is a 
fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. He 
has sertved as a design reviewer for 
the Commission of Architecture and 
the Built Environment. He has been a 
visiting teacher at Yale University. He 
is by the City of Amsterdam as Lead 
Designer for Zuidas, the new commer-
cial hub of Amsterdam.

Chris Luebkeman
Educated as a geologist, structural 
engineer, and architect, Chris Lueb-
keman currently leads the Global 
Foresight & Innovation team at Arup, 
a global firm of engineering and 
design consultants. He has served as 
a faculty member of the Departments 
of Architecture at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology, University 
of Oregon, the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, and Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology. . He was named a 
Senior Fellow of the Design Futures 
Council, in 2004, and was listed as 
one of the ten future speculators and 
shapers “Who will change the Way we 
live”, in Wallpaper Magazine (2002). 
Luebkeman is currently working with 
some of the world’s leading companies 
to develop future scenarios to better 
understand the opportunities created 
by future change in the built envi-
ronment. He speaks on the issues of 
sustainability and thoughtful design, 
and applies the lessons learned in the 
design of the built environment to 
business. His keynotes, workshops, 
and strategy sessions are created 
for executives seeking better design 
sensibility for their products, services, 
and processes. Through his unique 
user-centric methods, Luebkeman 
helps clients better understand the 
needs and desires of consumers, cus-
tomers, and citizens.
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Edgar Pietersen 
Cape Town

Professor Edgar Pieterse is holder 
of the NRF South African Research 
Chair in Urban Policy and directs 
the African Centre for Cities at the 
University of Cape Town. His books 
include City Futures: Confronting the 
Crisis of Urban Development (Zed, 
2008); Counter Currents (Jacana, 
2010) and Rogue Urbanism (Jacan/
ACC, 2013) . He holds a PhD from Lon-
don School of Economics, an MA in 
Development Studies from the Insti-
tute of Social Studies (The Hague, The 
Netherlands) and BA-Honours from 
the University of the Western Cape.
Review,  Eye, ID and Kyoto Journal 
among other publications.

Tau Tavengwa 
Cape Town

Tau Tavengwa is a designer/editor 
and project co-ordinator attached to 
the African Centre for Cities at the 
University of Cape Town. He has 
previously worked as a designer in 
the architectural field and as crea-
tive director / senior interpretation 
designer on the Maropeng (Cradle 
of Mankind) and De Beers’ Big Hole 
Museum projects. He is the former 
creative director of Art South Africa 
magazine (2006-09) and founding 
editor of the quarterly photographic 
magazine Snapped (2008). His most 
recent publishing project with the 
ACC is Rogue Urbanism (ACC/Jacana, 
2013), edited by Edgar Pieterse and 
AbdouMaliq Simone.

Contributors Africa

Gautam Bhan 
Delhi

Dr. Gautam Bhan is a Senior Consult-
ant for Curriculum Development 
and Policy and Advisory Services at 
the Indian Institute for Human Set-
tlements – India’s first prospective 
National University for Research and 
Innovation addressing the challenges 
of urbanisation. Bhan is co-Principal 
Investigator of “Re-framing Urban 
Inclusion, ” a three-year research 
project that explores new frameworks 
in thinking about practices and con-
ceptions of more egalitarian cities in 
India. He is the co-author of Swept off 
the Map: Surviving Eviction and Re-
settlement in Delhi (Yoda Press: 2006) 
as well as several journal articles,  
including “This is not the City I once 
Knew: Evictions,  the urban poor,  and 
the right to the city in millennial Delhi 
(Environment & Urbanisation). He is 
an active part of urban social move-
ments as well as a frequent columnist 
and writer in diverse media.

Roger Behrens 
Cape Town

Roger Behrens is an Associate Profes-
sor in the Department of Civil Engi-
neering (University of Cape Town),  
Director of the Centre for Transport 
Studies (CfTS),  and Director of the 
African Centre of Excellence for 
Studies in Public and Non-motorised 
Transport (ACET). Master Degree 
in City and Regional Planning (with 
distinction) from UCT in 1991 and 
with a PhD degree in 2002. He has 20 
years of experience in research and 
in the management of commissioned 
research projects. His core research 
and consultancy experience is in 
travel surveys and travel behaviour,  
site layout planning and neighbour-
hood movement networks,  growth 
management,  low-income housing 
and infrastructure provision. 

Gordon Pirie 
Johannesburg

Dr Gordon has studied,  taught 
and researched as a geographer at 
universities in South Africa,  the USA 
and the UK. In his principal research 
field of transportation and travel he 
has published on racialised mobility 
(and resistance to it) before,  during 
and after apartheid. His papers on the 
creation of South African urban race-
spaces and dislocated lives have used 
a variety of approaches to examine 
housing,  health,  mobility,  renewal 
and law,  as well as the injury and rage 
conveyed in discourse and artistic 
representation. Other publications in-
clude conceptual studies,  inquiry into 
South Africa’s de- and re-internation-
alisation,  migrant labour transport,  
and two research monographs on the 
geo-politics and social history of Brit-
ish imperial aviation. Gordon edits the 
Journal of Transport History.
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Contributors Latin America

Jose Luis 
Cortes Delgado
José Luis currently holds the position 
of Director at the Continuing Educa-
tion at the Unversity Iberoamericana. 
As an architect he holds a Master of 
Urban and Regional Planning, Urban 
Design and Housing Settlements. He 
became a Master of Urban Planning 
at the Metropolitan Autonomous 
University and later on a Master of 
Urban Planning at the Universidad 
Iberoamericana, where he also served 
also as Director of the School of Ar-
chitecture for 7 years. Since 2007 he 
is member of the University Senate at 
the Universidad Iberoamericana. 
In government he performs a role as 
Technical Coordinator of the Speciali-
zation of Government and Regional 
Metropolitan Administration and the 
INAP over 10 years. He has published 
various books on urban systems, 
planning and housing and is a guest 
teacher at various universities and in-
stitutions abroad including in Sweden, 
India and Japan.

Luis de Andrade 
Villafranca
Luis is Deputy Director of Continuing 
Education at the Unversity Iber-
oamericana.
He has a Master in Architecture from 
Harvard University, with specialisa-
tion in Real Estate Development and 
Computer Aided Design. He worked 
at IBERO between 1981-2012 as a 
professor, served as coordinator of the 
Bachelor of Architecture and became 
responsible for Liaison and Academic 
Excellence, Department of Architec-
ture. Luis was awarded the Medal 
“University Merit” for his academic 
career at the Universidad Iberoameri-
cana in 2009.
Luis worked as Director of Archi-
tectural Digest Magazine and was 
Director of the College of Architects 
of Mexico. He participated in numer-
ous international symposiums and 
has been active at various universities 
including Harvard University, Cam-
bridge, Berkeley, San Francisco, Cali-
fornia College of Arts, San Francisco, 
University of the Andes, Colombia, 
Universidad Javeriana, Guatemala.

Juan Carlos 
Sanchez Tappan
Mexican/Spanish architect, writer and 
educator based in Mexico City. Part-
ner Director of the Mexico-Barcelona 
practice Studio of Architecture and 
Research, SOFAR, with experience 
in architecture, interior architecture, 
landscape design, urban planning, 
temporary installations and theory and 
criticism.

Maria Teresa Diniz 
Sao Paolo

An architect and urban planner Maria 
Teresa Diniz is the executive coordi-
nator of USP Cidades, a Center for 
research,  development and dissemina-
tion of innovative solutions for urban 
management in Brazil. She holds a 
master degree in Geography from Uni-
versité Panthéon-Sorbonne. She has 
coordinated the Design Team at the São 
Paulo Municipal Housing Secretariat,  
leading a team of experts who have de-
veloped the design guidelines for slum 
upgrading and social housing projects. 
She has also occupied the position 
of Coordinator of Paraisópolis Slum 
Upgrading and Land-tenure Regulari-
zation Program.

Juan Filipe 
Ordonez Cervantes
Architect with experience of over 35 
years in Urban Regional Planning, has 
produced studies of national, regional, 
state, municipal, town centers includ-
ing both partial and sectoral land use 
planning, housing, and mobility and 
sustainable urban development .



Contributors Journalism

Julie Ruvolo 
Rio de Janeiro

Ruvolo is a writer and editor living in 
Rio de Janeiro. Her writing about the 
city has ranged from culture, govern-
ance and the various large infrastruc-
ture investments currently going on in 
Rio. She edits Riochromatic, and has 
written for the Daily Beast, Forbes and 
Newsweek among other publications.

Ore Disu 
Lagos

An analyst and writer based in Lagos, 
Ore Disu has written extensively 
about various aspects of rapidly ur-
banising Lagos, from the city’s food 
culture to it’s transport system.
Disu holds a Masters degree in urban 
policy, planning and development 
practice from UCL and a BA in archi-
tecture from Cambridge University.

Sean O’Toole 
Cape Town

Sean O’Toole is a journalist and au-
thor based in Cape Town. He has writ-
ten extensively on Arts and culture for 
various international magazines and 
has become a respected commentator 
on urban culture and contemporary 
art on the continent. O’Toole has 
recently carried out a series on trans-
port oriented development around 
Ekhuruleni in Johannesburg and is co-
editor of Cityscapes magazine. He has 
written for the Financial Mail; BBC 
Focus on Africa,  Colors,  Creative 
Review,  Eye, ID and Kyoto Journal 
among other publications.

Samanth 
Subramanian 
Delhi

Journalist with degree from 
Pennsylvania State University and 
a Master’s in international relations 
from Columbia University’s School 
of International and Public Affairs. 
By preference,  he gravitates towards 
the long-form,  narrative version of 
journalism – waning today,  but still 
rewarding and revealing to both writ-
ers and readers. His longer reported 
articles occupy the confluence of 
politics,  culture and history,  examin-
ing the impact of these forces upon 
life and society. He has written for The 
New York Times,  Mint,  Newsweek,  
the Wall Street Journal and Foreign 
Policy and Caravan magazine among 
other publications.
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Contributors Photography

Delwyn Verasammy Johanessburg

Julie Ruvolo Rio de Janeiro

Vivek Muthuramalingam 
Bangalore

Akintunde Akinleye
Lagos
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Cityscape Periodical

In the next 2 decades, the population of Africans 
living in cities will double. This will mark one of the 
biggest transitions in the history of  the continent, 
which is currently struggling to cope with the 400 
million people living in its cities. This growth will 
just be the beginning, marking a shift of more than 
2.5 billion people across the global south from rural 
to urban citizenship by 2060.

 The African Centre for Cities (ACC) is an interdisci-
plinary urban research centre at UCT established in 
2007. Its primary focus is on applied research to ad-
dress complex, intractable urban problems and chal-
lenges, and is undertaken in a manner that advances 
novel ways of thinking about and understanding 
urbanism across the global south, yet is rooted in the 
realities of African urban spaces.  The purpose of the 
ACC is to facilitate critical urban research and policy 
discourse for the promotion of vibrant, democratic 
and sustainable urban development in the global 
south, from an African perspective. 

Experience has demonstrated that there is a press-
ing need to translate academic discourse and in-
sights into genres and formats that might allow for 
wider engagement, take-up and, potentially, impact. 
To this end, a high-quality publishing initiative titled 
Cityscapes was launched in September 2011. Innova-
tion, elegance and strategic wit are the cornerstones 
of the new initiative.

CITYSCAPES

The project is co-published by Tau Tavengwa and 
the African Centre for Cities. Tavengwa co-edits the 
publication with Sean O’Toole and Professor Edgar 
Pieterse, the ACC’s director, and Dr Camaren Peter 
act as consulting and associate editors respectively.
The purpose of this biannual publication is to fairly 
represent the complexity and multi-dimensionality 
of the urban, with particular emphasis on articulat-

ing emergent practices and ideas from across the 
world. The publishing initiative is intended to serve 
as a forum to disseminate and discuss the rich po-
tential of cities in the global south. 

Cityscapes explores the links between academia/
research and a variety of city practices. It tries to 
engage a wide range of interests around cities and 
the urban environment by being a platform on which 
key developmental issues ranging from govern-
ance, citizenship, culture and health among others 
are discussed factually and intelligently. We seek to 
do this in a manner that fosters a culture of debate 
and more nuanced understanding of key challenges 
using the city as the lens through which all these 
disparate activities can be looked at and understood 
more intently.
We believe that the African city, like cities elsewhere, 
is a multi-form, multi-storied and multi-nodal organ-
ism. Rather than present a priori assumptions, the 
magazine assumes the position that knowledge is 
empirical and accretive, plural not singular, a con-
stellation of possibilities rather than a set of known 
variables.  We believe that inquiry is not an end. The 
very act of inquiry produces a new destabilisation 
and reconfiguration, which demands further inves-
tigation but also allows for action without losing 
criticality.

The content of the publication is comprised of 
conversations and interviews; long-form journalistic 
reportage on key urban policy developments and 
actors; discursive and narrative essays as well as 
revolving opinion-editorials by invited opinion-mak-
ers. Additionally, each issue features data and infor-
mation visualisation; photo essays; an edited selec-
tion of news reports, literary writing and ephemera.

The magazine is distributed widely via key partners in 
various parts of the world. The March 2014 edition will 
launch a Portuguese version of the magazine.

43



45



Curriculum Vitae

47



49



51



53



55



57



59



61



63



65




