Gimme
shelter

Two Spanish architects developed an apartment in Ciutut Vella,

a tourist area of Barcelona as a business model for design
practices. Narong Othavorn pays a visit.

1 bedroom
2 living area
3 kitchen

4 wc
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Aiming to cover topics from a
global affairs approach, the new
publication, Monocle, ranks Bar-
celona as the 13th must visited city
in the world. It certainly does the city
no justice, since travelers looking for
fun and freedom can find it all here.
So really, this Spanish city should be
moved to the top of the list.

Each year, the great number of
travelers who venture to Barcelona
whether by air, land or sea, usually
find it hard to spot locals, as destina-
tions are packed with tourists. Apart
from selling souvenirs and running
tour-related businesses, another
moneymaking area where many peo-
ple are heading to is the hotel industry.

Believe it or not, but the
astounding demands for holiday
accommodation in this city has
turned even the unlikeliest places
such as old residential buildings into
holiday rentals; from extremely big
(with bathrooms worth sleeping in)
to her-small (with just a bed) rooms.
Because of this, real estate prices
have skyrocketed, with locals
commonly exclaiming, ‘You’ll never
have a house in this (fucking) life!’

With so much potential, all these
properties have been converted into
husinesses, as the shared belief is
that it isn’t worth it, to use the place
as an ordinary residence (for locals)
anymore.

For hushand and wife team, Juan
Carlos Sanchez Tappan and Dafne De
la Mora Hernandez, hoth architects
have used the opportunity to build a
motel that not only rakes in money,
but is also sustainable and contri-
butes to the culture of designing
residential accommodations as well.

Both find it a great way to observe
and learn the behaviors of travelers
who stay at the motel. From this,
they can have a closer look at the
trails tourists leave behind and learn
the differences in behaviors from
staying in their own homes and
staying at other places. The couple
bought a 70-year-old building in the
old Barcelona district of Ciutat vella,
converted it into an apartment and
set reasonable rental rates.
Considering the floor plan, hoth
architects have gone to great
lengths, making sure each room,
terrace and the various details have
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heen taken care of. However, this
project was not initiated to simply
serve as a rental apartment. What the
couple decided was to allow people
to have a taste of their design. These
rooms are also for potential
customers of their architecture
design firm, who are given the
chance to experience the real,
concrete design before making a
decision to hire their firm for a
project. That said, this surely is no
different from a 1:1 portfolio at all.
Additionally, the couple clean and
maintain the rooms by themselves so
as to really learn and collect informa-
tion on how people live. All this will
thus reveal modern consumer
hehavior, especially when going
through garbage or whatever thatis
left behind. The information gathered
is then analyzed and integrated into
their future architecture projects.
There are plenty more interesting
ideas from these two architects and
for those who would like to
contribute to the hody of knowledge
(regarding residential living
hehaviors), visit www.espacio-
sofar.org. See you in Barcelona.
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